Introduction
A dynamic development of social work began in the former Czechoslovakia in 1980 and was subsequently continued in the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic. Significant transformations in the Slovakian education system were initiated after 1989. At that time, young people began to notice the importance of education, career advancement and involvement in public affairs. Similarly, numerous activities aimed at setting up and developing a democratic society were undertaken in Poland and embraced also the sphere of education. A gradual reform of social services commenced in both countries after 1989, was followed in the next years by the introduction of new solutions that had a significant impact both on education in the field of social work and on establishing the profession of social worker.
Education of social workers concentrates on transferring knowledge, developing skills and shaping attitudes that are conducive to effective work. Taking into account the evolvement of the education process in these countries, organized symposia, conferences and joint undertakings, as well as discussions on the emergence of social work as a scientific discipline in Poland, attempts were made to compare and present the ways of educating social workers developed in the neighbouring countries.
Social Policy (MLSP) in Poland was assigned the tasks from the scope of activity of the Minister of Health and Welfare (MHW) related to social assistance. In the next step, requirements were defined with respect to the qualification, roles and tasks of social workers 2 . The adopted regulations stipulated that a person may be appointed a social worker if they "have appropriate qualifications, namely, they have completed education at a school of social workers or at a university in the fields of: social work, social policy, social rehabilitation, sociology, pedagogy, psychology or other related (Section 1). [...] it may also be a person having higher education in the fields not listed in Section 1, if they completed specialization in the organization of social assistance or related post-graduate studies (Section 2). A social worker is obliged to improve their professional qualifications (Section 3)" 3 . The adopted regulations specified the qualifications of social workers. Introduction of such legal provisions resulted in the fact that positions of social workers and heads of social welfare centres were held by people who completed the above mentioned fields of study in various specialties, sometimes quite different from the specialty of "social work" and, therefore, lacked the necessary knowledge and skills.
The study program in the field of "social work", covering a total of 2,610 hours of classes, was introduced in fifteen schools in 1993. It had a multidisciplinary character and comprised: sociology, social pedagogy, social policy, social medicine, psychology, law, theory of organization and management, knowledge on the social dimension of work, the stages of human life, the structure and dynamics of social processes, problems and social issues, institutions solving social problems and social consequences of economic processes. The study program comprised also a social project (a novelty in the curriculum). Practical classes were planned to constitute 30% of the hours and be related with the theoretical subjects 3 Pursuant to the provisions of the Act, Section 1 and 2 come into force on 01.01.1995. In the light of the applicable regulations completion of the above mentioned higher education (at the first and second degree studies) in the fields of specialties other than "social work", or this specialty at the fields of study other than the specified, does not entitle to pursue the profession of social worker under the Act of 16.02.2007 on amending the Act on social assistance, Journal of Laws of 2007 No. 48, item 320, Article 5 Section 3. Persons who at the date of entry into force of the Act of 12.03.2004 on social assistance continued Master's degree in pedagogy, psychology, sociology and political science, and completed these studies before 31.10.2007 -irrespective of the specialty completed in the course of the studies, or completed before the entry into force of the Act the above-mentioned fields of study and the field of political science and social sciences -may pursue the profession of social worker. Journal of Laws of 2013 item 182, Article 156, Section 1a, Section 3, Section 3a.
4 Conf. Dokumentacja programowa dla zawodu pracownik socjalny 26 01, wdrożenie próbne, Ministerstwo Pracy i Polityki Socjalnej, Warsaw 1993, vol. 1, p. 189; vol. 2, p. 190-320 . That initiative was aimed at raising the competency level of social workers and of the management of assistance centres.
The need was recognized to train employees, which was associated with the development of education preparing graduates to the profession 6 . In 2005, colleges of social services were established 7 . It was assumed that those institutions would remain under the auspices of universities. Graduates of the colleges received the diploma of social workers, while relevant agreements with universities allowed them to obtain a bachelor's degree, which is the basis for further education at the second degree level and receiving a master's degree. One advantage of the colleges was the fact that they provided good practical preparation for future social workers. Education programs partly differed from those carried out in universities. With regard to obtaining the bachelor's degree, the qualifications of the faculty could raise doubts since they were not comparable to the requirements imposed on the staff of higher education institutions, which compelled the students to make up for the so called program differences. , or there were attempts at converting them into institutions of higher education, e.g. in Czeladź. The Ministry of Science and Higher Education (MSHE) informed that from 1.10.2009 new colleges ceased to be opened. In 2011, the last recruitment to these schools took place, and in 2014 education in colleges was terminated. After 2015, colleges will be able to carry out recruitment, but their graduates will not be able to take the final exams ending higher education 10 The Ministry of Science and Higher Education, Kształcenie w kolegiach -komunikat (Education in Colleges -communication) , <http://www.nauka.gov.pl/rada-nauki/ksztalcenie-w-kolegiach-as a specialty in the fields of: pedagogy, special pedagogy, political science, social policy, psychology, sociology, family studies, entitling to commence professional practice could be carried out until 31.12.2013 11 . A list of compulsory subjects was defined along with the specifications of the professional practice to be completed within a specialty preparing for the profession of social worker 12 . Students pursuing education in the specialty preparing for the profession of social worker were obliged to complete the whole program minimum, i.e. 330 hours of subjects and 240 hours of practices, within one cycle of first degree or second degree studies. In 2006 in Poland, social work was introduced as a field of study in higher education institutions and the standards of education in this field were defined in the following year 13 . In 2012, the regulation that determined the above-mentioned educational standards was repealed. Institutions of higher education gained the freedom to work out their own study programs. The so called "National Framework for Higher Education Qualifications" came into force, and apart from general academic profile of education, also practical education profile was introduced 14 . Creation of the above mentioned study programs, the quality of education offered to students in the field of social work as well as realization of practical classes, or other aspects such as participation of practitioners and preparation of the scientific staff involved in the implementation of the programs gave rise to a lot of doubt. J. Szmagalski posed two questions which need to be addressed, "Is the autonomy of higher education institutions in programming education in social work, which is a regulated profession, not going to excessively deregulate the theoretical basis and the specificity of functional skills for this profession? Are not the subsequent hasty systemic changes in education which are not followed by empirical verification of their functionality, going to cause scattering of the gained experience and blurring the identity of social work?" The word "or" means that qualifications are obtained after completing only the first degree studies, only the second degree studies, the first and the second degree studies (BA and MA degree). Doubt appeared in connection with the provision that enabled acquisition of a professional authorization the second degree (complementary MA) studies in the field of social work or at a postsecondary college of social workers providing education in the profession of social worker 17 . Students can complete Bachelor studies in dozens of higher education institutions, and then continue their education at MA studies in several universities (Table 2) . Only few schools can offer their students to commence the second degree studies in social work thus allowing them to obtain a Master's degree. It is, moreover, still impossible to continue education in this field at the third level, i.e. to obtain a PhD, which is possible in other countries, e.g. in the neighbouring Slovakia. Social workers remain scattered in various institutions, their work experience does not enhance the image or the prestige of social services, neither are they sufficiently availed of in the process of education to social work.
Education of social workers in slovakia (after 1989)
After 1989, Slovakia intensified its efforts to achieve independence and the Slovak Republic became an independent country on 01.01.1993. Under the new political, economic, and territorial conditions, it began gradual introduction of reforms. In 1996, Slovakia adopted a concept of reforming the social sphere, which was associated with the development of the profession of social worker (including the macro-level of social work).
Since 1991, with the creation of the School of Social Work at the Faculty of Education at the University of J.A. Komensky in Bratislava, social work developed in Slovakia in the form of a scientific discipline. In the Slovak discourse, the issue of identity and definition of social work is determined by comparison, by a referral to social pedagogy, at the same time both disciplines are perceived as independent fields of study 18 . A growing demand for social work as well as changes taking place in all spheres of social life resulted in the development of that discipline. Based on the act introduced in 2001, a civil servant must complete at least the first degree studies 19 . In result of its implementation, employees of social services and employment agencies undertook studies in institutions of higher education. They were followed by, e.g. judicial administration staff, customs offices, police officers, bank employees, private entrepreneurs, etc. Not all graduates followed the profession of social worker. Other universities formed the Departments of Social Work in the Slovak Republic (Table 3) . Appointment of cathedrals in seven public and two non-public institutions of higher education, initiation of research and intensification of training of social workers provided a stimulus for the discussion on the evolution of the scientific discipline and the profession of social worker. On 05.31.1997, in Žilina, the Code of Professional Ethics of Social Worker was adopted 20 . The document was modified and updated in subsequent years.
Although, Slovak scientists consider transformation in Slovakia as completed, the constitution of social work as a profession and scientific discipline has not yet been finished. In 1998, an act on social assistance (Act No. 195/1998) was adopted. It defined the concept of social work, the requirements associated with obtaining professional qualifications in that area and, moreover, emphasized the need for improving those qualifications have a positive impact on the course of the above mentioned transformation process, especially in terms of defining the profession of social worker, educational standards 22 , specialization and the acquired competencies. In 2014, the previously announced act on social work and the conditions for the exercise of certain professional activities in the field of social and family affairs was adopted in the Slovak Republic. Social work within the meaning of this act, is professional activity carried out by social workers and social assistants. Professional activity is a set of work activities, which require knowledge and skills gained in institutions of higher education and confirmed by appropriate qualifications in the profession of social worker. Social work is a specialized professional activity conducted by social workers and defined by relevant regulations 23 . Special procedure is a set of activities related to work, in the narrower scope of social work, provided that a person has specialist preparation, the implementation of which is related to the acquisition of knowledge and skills in the course of completing an accredited program of specialization training. Social workers and social work assistants have proper competencies and may use appropriate methods depending on the scope of the performed social work. Social work is carried out in conjunction with other disciplines (interdisciplinarity), in the field of psychology, law, medicine, education, sociology, etc.
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. The Slovak study programs comprise subjects from the scope of social work (social work, record number: 776100). Individual universities provide education in the area of: applied social work; ethics of social work; charity and missionary work; charity work and social services; integrational social work; missiology, diakonia and social work; management and organization of social services; development aid and missionary work; social and missionary work; social and missionary work with the Roma community; social work with children and youth; social work with missionary and charity; counselling; work with the family; work for the Roma community; work in the Roma community; social and health care work with seniors; social work in health care; social work in public administration and social services 25 . The introduced legislation is at some points convergent with the provisions of the Polish legislation, i.e. the legal regulations provide the definition of social work, lay emphasis on the required qualifications and on the need of their improvement, specialist preparation and professional activity, as well as on interdisciplinary preparation of social workers.
According to the Slovak regulations, social work assistants are not qualified to conduct individual practice, as opposed to social workers. Those qualifications are obtained by social workers with the completion of the second degree studies, while assistants acquire those qualifications by obtaining a diploma of the first degree studies. Independent practice in the field of social work can be carried out by a person who has: proper qualifications (documented by a diploma), three years of professional work experience, a relevant authorization, has not been convicted or found guilty of criminal offence, has legal capacity, monitoring of the supervisor, has not been deprived of the license within five years for the breach in fulfilling the obligations 26 . The legislator took into account the issue of non-compliance with the requirement of professional qualifications by professionally active workers who completed studies in e.g. psychology, law, social services and counselling, administration, social policy, education, or do not have the appropriate level of education. The deadline for obtaining those qualifications was set for 31.12.2020 27 . The ongoing debate on educational standards and specialties included in programs of study which is carried out with reference to the demand for certain specialists in the labour market as well as to employers' opinions, proves to be an important task and a challenge for both scientists and practitioners.
A significant role in shaping and promoting social work in Slovakia is played by a non-governmental organization, the Association of Teachers of Social Work (Asociácia vzdelávateľov v sociálnej práci 28 ). Its activities contribute to the introduction of positive changes in the training of social workers, professionalization of the occupation and improvement of the quality of practical activities. The first president of the Association was Š. Strieženec, who formulated a definition of social work. Strieženec organized studies and conferences participated by scientists and practitioners, initiated publishing activities or meetings with social work practitioners and, moreover, led to the creation of Chambers of Social Workers. His successor in 2006 was M. Schavel and, today, this function is performed by B. Balogová. A major contribution to the functioning of the organization and development of social work in Slovakia was made by A. Tokárová.
The Association has established cooperation with the Accreditation Committee, participated by experts, which resulted in promoting that field of study, attracting attention to the education for social work, as well as enhanced professional advancement of social workers. The focus has been shifted towards, among others, accreditation procedures, exchange of experience in the field of education between universities, as well as to the initiative of creating an association of social workers 29 . Schools delegate one representative to the European Association of Schools of Social Work, which represents the position of each country. For a couple of years, the Slovak organization, together with representatives of the Czech social work, participates in the issuance of an international journal 30 , which provides a platform for the exchange of ideas, research, or discussions playing an important role in the shaping of that discipline and education of social workers.
Conclusion
The training of social workers in both countries is adapted to the needs of the labour market, which is conditioned by the needs of the society in the scope of social services, as well as by the educational policy of the states. An important role is played by associations of universities and representatives of the scientific community related to the education of social workers. Slovakian higher education prepares graduates of the first, second and third degree studies. Researchers can apply for the degree of associate professor, and professor. In Poland, despite the ongoing debate in the scientific community, social work has not yet been included among scientific disciplines. The debate addresses the question whether social work meets the requirements imposed on a scientific discipline. It seems that given the history of the formation, distinguished representatives who have made, and are still making a significant contribution to the development of scientific research, the emerging issues which are the subject of research and seeking means of practical implementation of their solutions, as well as the debate on the possible methods of research in social work, etc., it is worth taking a closer look at that important for Polish social work challenge. 
